Negotiations About the Trentino

churches. And last Sunday the Te Deum was chanted in
our churches, and the next day saw the second victory over
the Russians. The Emperor with his impressionable nature
feels that it is all a miracle.

Berlin, 6th March, 1915.

The Ambassadors and Ministers accredited here have
received a circular from the Wilhehnstrasse demanding them
in peremptory tones not to allow any private letters to go
by their messengers. Imagine ! They went to the American
Embassy, opened all the bags, cut the tapes and seized all the
private letters they found. . * .

Berlin, I4th March, 1915.

I'm told that diplomatic conversations are going on in
connection with the Trentino. The difficulties come from
Austria. As Frau Schratt absolutely refuses to persuade the
Emperor Francis Joseph of the necessity to do so, someone
from here whom you know very well has been employed
to approach the Vatican, so that if the Trentino is being
discussed at the moment this is due to the Pope's influence
with the Emperor Francis Joseph. It is all very curious. . . .

Berlin, 23rd March, 1915.

For the last ten days there has hardly been a thing in the
streets, motors are invisible, 'buses I still see though seldom
and they are driven by women. In spite of all the milliards
obtained from the nation we are in a frightful mess. They
would like to conceal the facts from the masses who are
getting very discontented. Every week our ration of a few
ounces of bread is being diminished, so that in a short while
we shall have come to an end of what little the Government
deigns to give us now.
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